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ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, submitted herewith are copies of two (2) references cited in 
the enclosed examination report issued in a corresponding Japanese patent application. For the 
Examiner's convenience, we have enclosed an English translation of the Japanese examination 
report and a completed Form PTO-1449, The statement is not a representation that all of the 
information cited is necessarily effective as prior art against the application. 

\^ 

Applicants certify that each item of information contained in this information disclosure 
statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpai"t foreign 
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application not more than three months prior to the date of this statement, and that this is the first 
citation of these prior art references by a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign patent 
application. 

Applicants petition the Commissioner to consider this information disclosure statement 
pursuant to C.F.R. § 1 .197(d). Enclosed is a Credit Card Payment Form in the amount of 
$180.00 to cover the petition fee. If any additional fee is required, the Commissioner is 
authorized to charge Deposit Account No. 50-1353. 

Applicant(s) respectfully request(s) that the disclosed reference(s) be made of record in 
the subject application. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: January 3, 2003 




Attorneys for Applicant(s) 



Joseph R. Keating 
Registration No. 37,368 



Christopher A. Bennett 
Registration No. 46,710 



KEATING & BENNETT LLP 
10400 Eaton Place, Suite 312 
Fairfax, VA 22030 
(703) 385-5200 
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AG 11-74751 (with an English 
Abstract) 


03/1999 


Japan 
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Abstract) 


05/2000 


Japan 
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EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if 
not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



